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Amarillo—All five Catholic 

Schools in the Diocese of Amarillo 
have announced plans to celebrate 
Catholic Schools Week, set for 
Sunday, Jan. 29 through Saturday, 
Feb. 4.

Activities at all five Catholic 
Schools are centered around this 
year’s theme, Catholic Schools: 
Communities of Faith, Knowledge 
and Service. 

Here are thumbnail sketches 
of activities planned for Catho-
lic Schools Week. Events listed 
are subject to change without no-
tice—please consult your Catholic 
school for additional details.

Holy Cross Catholic Academy, 
Amarillo

Catholic Schools Week begins 
at Holy Cross Catholic Academy 
with the focus Sunday, Jan. 29 In 
Our Parishes, according to Angi 
Seidenberger, Head of School at 
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HCCA. Students will wear uni-
forms to Mass and will participate 
in the Liturgy as assigned by their 
parish priests.

The theme of Monday, Jan. 
30 is In Our Community. Holy 
Cross students will write letters to 
the homebound and participate in 
a blood drive. Later that evening, 
there will be an Open House from 
6:00 to 7:00, followed by Broad-
way and Desserts at 7:00 in the St. 
Joseph School Gym at 4114 South 
Bonham.

Tuesday, Jan. 31 is dedicated to 
Celebrating Our Students. When 
students arrive at school that morn-
ing, they will find a list of 70+ rea-
sons answering the question Why 
Catholic Schools?, placed above 
their lockers. The award-winning 
HCCA choir will perform for 
students at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
School and St. Joseph School. It 
will also be NUT Day for Holy 

Holy Cross Catholic Academy, Amarillo, Math Instructor Tim Gallegos talks with a group of 
students from St. Joseph School, Amarillo, during a Shadow Day at HCCA. Gallegos talked 
with the students about athletics, the importance of keeping grades a priority and athletics in 
general at Holy Cross. (WTC Photo by Miechele Ronquillo)

Cross students—as in No Uniform 
Today.

Bishop Patrick J. Zurek will cel-
ebrate Mass with the Holy Cross 
student body, faculty and staff on 
Wednesday, Feb. 1, which is Cel-
ebrating Our Vocations day. The 
Mass will be followed by a lunch 
for all the priests of the diocese, 
who are invited to concelebrate the 
11:00am Mass with Bishop Zurek. 

Celebrating Our Nation is the 
theme for Thursday, Feb. 2. The 
day will include Prayer Around the 
Flagpole, which will including the 
singing of The Star Spangled Ban-
ner and America The Beautiful.

Friday, Feb. 3 is Celebrating 
Our Faculty, Staff and Volunteers 
day. The day will include a school-
wide Service Project at Snack Pack 
4 Kids that morning from 9:00 to 
11:00.

Other Activities This Semes-
ter: Include Commencement Exer-
cises for the Class of 2017, set for 
Friday, May 26.

Holy Cross Catholic Academy 
is located at 4110 South Bonham, 
Amarillo, just north of St. Jo-
seph School. 
Phone number: 355-9637. 
Website: www.holycrossama.org

St. Joseph School, Amarillo
For the second year in a row, the 

start of Catholic Schools Week will 
mark the beginning of the Pocket 
Change contest, according to prin-
cipal David Hernandez.

“Teachers have submitted a wish 

list for their classrooms and we 
will use the money from this con-
test to fulfill what we can on those 
lists,” he said. “The contest will run 
through Friday, Feb. 3, with updates 
posted through Flocknote and on 
Facebook on each class. Because 
all class sizes are different, the to-
tal amount brought in by each class 
will be divided by the number of 
students in each class, to make it 
fair. This is turn makes the contest 
very competitive. 

“We encourage our St. Joseph 
School parents and supporters to 
start saving their change. The class 

that brings in the most change will 
get to pie their teacher in the face.”

Hernandez also encourages St. 
Joseph families to collect items for 
the Religious baskets that will be 
presented to the school’s Religious 
on Thursday, Feb. 2. All items for 
those Religious baskets are due 
Wednesday, Feb. 1 by 4:00pm.

Sunday, Jan. 29 is Catholic 
Schools: Communities of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service in our Par-
ish. Students will be in uniform for 
the 11:00am Mass at St. Joseph’s 
Church and all students and fami-
lies are invited. 
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“We ask that students wear their 
blue/gold polo and khaki pants for 
Mass,” said Hernandez. “We will sit 
together as a school, and we ask our 
students and families to arrive before 
10:40 so we have adequate seating.”

Appreciation certificates will 
be presented to parish and school 
committee heads before the final 
blessing as a sign of thanksgiving 
for all the parish and school com-
munity does for Catholic Educa-
tion, according to Hernandez. Af-
ter Mass, the faculty and the Parent 
Teacher Organization (PTO) will 
provide donuts and juice in the 

St. Mary’s Cathedral School, 
Amarillo

St. Mary’s Cathedral School 
will observe Catholic Schools 
Week with a variety of activities 
supporting the theme of Catholic 
Schools: Communities of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service, according 
to principal Linda Aranda.

Activities will begin Saturday, 
Jan. 28 with the annual WinterFest 
celebration, an evening of food, 
fun and fellowship for school and 
parish families. The highlight of 
the event will be a live auction of 
classroom projects, featuring nu-
merous creative projects and items.

All Masses during the weekend 
of Saturday, Jan. 28 and Sunday, 
Jan. 29 will celebrate the opening 
of Catholic Schools Week. Students 
will participate as lectors, gift bear-
ers, altar servers and door greeters. 
Parents will speak at each Mass and 
share their love of Catholic Educa-
tion and why there is no better way 
to invest in a child’s future. 

First Responders will be hon-
ored on Monday, Jan. 30, with 
police officers, firefighters and 
Emergency Medical Technicians 
(EMT’s) invited. 

On Tuesday, Jan. 31, students 
will have a NUT (No Uniform To-
day) Day, while enjoying a Pizza 
Picnic in the Monsignor Francis A. 
Smyer Activity Center. The day will 
also include a Buddy Read and a 
performance by the award-winning 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy choir. 

Father Hector J. Madrigal, pastor of St. Joseph’s Church, Amarillo, talks with St. Joseph School 
students Aug. 17 during the first day of the 2016-17 school year. (WTC Photo by Missy Musick, 
St. Joseph School, Amarillo)

gathering area after Mass, along 
with student-made party favors.

Catholic Schools: Communities 
of Faith, Knowledge and Service 
in our Community is the theme for 
Monday, Jan. 30. Throughout the 
day, the student body will be con-
ducting a Socks and Sweaters for 
Sisters Drive, collecting black socks 
and black sweaters for the Disciples 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ. Parents of 
the school community will be deliv-
ering thank you baskets to the po-
lice department and fire department 
in appreciation of all their efforts. 

Third, fourth and fifth grade 

students will take part in a 6:00pm 
Open House at Holy Cross Catho-
lic Academy, followed at 7:00 with 
Broadway and Desserts in the St. 
Joseph School Gym. 

Tuesday, Jan. 31 is Catholic 
Schools: Communities of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service in Our Stu-
dents. The award-winning choir 
from Holy Cross will perform for the 
St. Joseph students at 8:30am in the 
school gym. The day will include Pen 
Pal writings with students and staff 
members from St. Mary’s Cathedral 
School. A Saint-A-Thon challenge is 
also scheduled, with classes compet-
ing against each other, with the win-
ners receiving an extra PE class.

Amarillo Mayor Paul Har-
pole will visit St. Joseph School 
Wednesday, Feb. 1, which has 
been designated as Catholic 
Schools: Communities of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service in Our Na-
tion. The Caprock Jr. ROTC will 
present the colors at 2:00pm in 
the St. Joseph’s School Gym, with 
Mayor Harpole and other military 
guests in attendance. Students will 
be encouraged to wear camouflage 
for the day and will write thank 
you letters to our servicemen and 
servicewomen. The letters will be 
included in a care package from 
each grade. 

Thursday, Feb. 2 is Catholic 
Schools: Communities of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service in Our 
Vocations. Bishop Patrick J. Zurek 
will celebrate Mass with the St. Jo-

seph student body, faculty and staff 
at 8:15am. After Mass, students 
will present the school’s Religious 
with gift baskets. At 3:15pm, the 
school will recite a Prayer for Vo-
cations over the intercom. 

The annual Experience St. Jo-
seph Open House will take place 
from 6:00 to 7:30. Students will 
greet visitors, facilitate and give 
testimony of the value they see in 
Catholic Education. 

Catholic Schools: Communities of 
Faith, Knowledge and Service in Our 
Families, Staff and Volunteers will be 
the focus of Friday, Feb. 3. Students 
will recognize volunteers with a per-
sonalized gift. Lunch will be brought 
in for the staff and Hernandez is in 
need of parent volunteers to watch the 
classes while the staff eats together 
between 11:00am and 12:30pm.

Later that afternoon at 2:00, the 
Final 10 Talent Show will feature 
students performing for the school 
and judges in a contest to find the top 
three talented students at St. Joseph 
School. Catholic Schools Week will 
conclude with Bingo and a Movie at 
7:00. Those planning to attend are 
asked to bring a dessert to share. 

Other Activities This Semes-
ter: Include the annual St. Joseph’s 
Parish Festival on Sunday, May 7 
and the annual School-A-Thon on 
Friday, May 19.

St. Joseph School is located at 
4118 South Bonham, Amarillo, in 
between St. Joseph’s Church and 
Holy Cross Catholic Academy. 
Phone number: 359-1604. Web-
site: www.stjosephamarillo.com Story continues on page 6
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CelebCC rarr ting our
60 ye60 y60 y ar legacy
with a commitment
to exee cellent
education with a
focus on the moralrr
formation of
the child.

www.stanthonydalhart.com  -  806.244.4811rr

All Parents, All Students, All TeTT achers…One Partnership!rrAll Parents, All Students, All Teachers…One Partnership!

Become part orr f the legacy!ff
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Valentines for Veterans Day is 

Wednesday, Feb. 1. Fifth grade 
students will take part in a Shadow 
Day at Holy Cross Catholic Acad-
emy. 

On Thursday, Feb. 2, students 
will gather at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
for Vocations during Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament. Students 
will also finalize thank-you letters 
to their parents.

Catholic Schools Week con-
cludes Friday, Feb. 3 with a 
9:00am Mass, celebrated by Bish-
op Patrick J. Zurek and the faculty 
being treated to a catered meal. 

St. Mary’s Cathedral School 
students will also take part in a 
service project. Students in kin-
dergarten through fifth grades will 
once again seek donations for St. 
Jude’s Children’s Research Hospi-
tal by participating in the St. Jude’s 
Math-a-Thon. 

“Throughout the weeks lead-
ing up to Catholic Schools Week, 
St. Mary’s students will solicit do-
nations from family and friends, 
with the commitment to work on 
math problems that are provided in 
booklet form,” said Aranda. “In the 
past 20 years of participation, St. 
Mary’s students have contributed 
more than $39,000 to St. Jude’s. 
We are thankful to everyone who 
helps St. Mary’s Cathedral School 
to continue to thrive. Once again, it 
proves that it truly takes a village 
to succeed.”

Other Activities This Semes-
ter: Includes a Physical Education 
program in March. Parents will be 
entertained by watching students 
demonstrate their abilities in sever-
al activities.

Montessori students at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral School will host 
a spring musical for their parents 
sometime during the Easter season.

The annual Boots and Bling 
fundraiser to benefit the youth 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral and St. 
Mary’s Cathedral School is set for 
Saturday, April 29. The evening 
will include dinner, a dance with 
live music, Calcutta boards and a 
silent auction. 

The month of May will feature 
piano and violin recitals, a kinder-
garten program, the annual end-of-
year awards assembly and a fifth 
grade promotion Mass.

Pre-registration for the 2017-
2018 school year will begin 
Monday, April 3. Families who 
complete the registration pack-

St. Mary’s Cathedral School, Amarillo, fourth grade students, 
Clayton Norrell, left and Andrew Britten wait in preparation 
Oct. 4 with Norrell’s turtle, Jack, for the annual Blessing of An-
imals to commemorate the Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi, 
the patron saint of animals. According to St. Mary’s principal 
Linda Aranda, the October blessing of animals brought in the 
most animals ever seen on campus, which included a horse 
and trailer. (WTC Photo by Amanda McDonald, St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral School, Amarillo)

et and pay the registration fee by 
Thursday, April 27 will have their 
name entered into a drawing for 
one month of free tuition. Separate 
drawings will be conducted for re-
turning families and new families.

St. Mary’s Cathedral School 
is located at 1200 South Wash-
ington, Amarillo. 
Phone number: 376-9112. 
Montessori: 376-9155. 
Website: wwwstmarysamarillo.org.

St. Anthony of Padua School, 
Dalhart

Catholic Schools Week at St. An-
thony of Padua School will begin 
Sunday, Jan. 29 with a Children’s 
Mass at 9:30am in English and at 
Noon in Spanish in St. Anthony of 
Padua Church. From 10:30am to 
11:45, there will be a Hallway Open 
House and a Book Fair. 

Monday, Jan. 30 is Purple and 
Gold Day, celebrating Our Com-
munity. Students and faculty will 
be encouraged to wear the colors 
of the Dalhart High School Golden 
Wolves, according to school prin-
cipal Shay Batenhorst. 

The day will begin with Pas-
tries and Prayer with parents and 
community leaders from 7:45am to 
9:00am. There will also be a pre-
sentation by community leaders at 
1:00pm.

The Pennies for Patients Fund-
raiser will also get underway at the 
school.

Students will enjoy a Free 
Dress Day on Tuesday, Jan. 31. 
Bishop Patrick J. Zurek will cele-

brate Mass with the student body 
and faculty at 11:00am. The Mass 
will be followed by a staff lunch 
with Bishop Zurek. 

Other activities include ice 
cream for the students at lunch 
and a Fun Science Presentation at 
1:00pm.

Wednesday, Feb. 1 is Red, 
White and Blue Day, celebrating 
our nation. Students will be en-
couraged to wear patriotic colors to 
honor the military, police officers 
and Emergency Medical Techni-
cians (EMT’s). A luncheon for par-
ents, grandparents and community 
helpers will be offered between 
11:45am and 12:45pm.

Vocations will be the focus on 
Thursday, Feb. 2, with What Do 
You Want To Be When You Grow 
Up? Students will be encouraged 
to dress up as their future vocation, 
while telling their class about it. 
Care packages for diocesan semi-
narians will also be prepared. 

Students will take part in a Com-
munity Service Project, beginning 
at 11:00am. Kindergarten through 
third grade students will visit Leg-
acy Assisted Living Center, while 
fourth through sixth grade students 
will visit with the residents at the 
Dalhart Senior Citizen Center. 

Later that evening, the annual 
Dinner and Dance/Open House, 
sponsored by the St. Anthony of 
Padua Home and School Asso-
ciation, will begin at 6:00. The 
evening includes dinner, an Open 
House/Student Showcase, a Dance 
and Book Fair.
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Crusader Spirit Day, celebrat-
ing the faculty, staff and volunteers 
at St. Anthony of Padua School, 
wraps up Catholic Schools Week 
on Friday, Feb. 3. Students, staff 
and faculty will be encouraged to 
wear Crusader clothing. Students 
will write thank-you notes to fac-
ulty, staff and volunteers to show 
their appreciation. 

First Friday Adoration will also 
take place at 2:00pm.

St. Anthony of Padua School 
is located at 410 East 13th in 
Dalhart. 
Phone number: 806-244-4811. 
Website: www.stanthonydalhart.
com

ly Dance from 8:00pm to 10:00pm 
in the St. Anthony School Gym.

Sunday, Jan. 29 is Parish Day. 
A Centennial Celebration Mass 
to honor 100 years of providing 
a quality, Catholic education for 
families of Hereford and Deaf 
Smith County will be celebrat-
ed by Bishop Patrick J. Zurek at 
11:30am. The Mass will also in-
clude the announcemenet of the 
2017 Distinguished Graduate. 

The Mass will be followed by 
an Open House and Pot Luck Din-
ner. Past Distinguished Graduates, 
students and faculty/staff in atten-
dance will be recognized. 

Vocations Day will be noted on 
Monday, Jan. 30. Bishop Patrick 
J. Zurek will celebrate Mass with 
the St. Anthony student body and 
faculty at 10:00am.

A large helium rosary will be 
constructed in the St. Anthony 
School gym. A Rosary for Voca-
tions will be recited, with each 
prayer led by a different student. 
After the conclusion of the Rosary, 
the helium rosary will be taken out-
side and released. 

Tuesday, Jan. 31 is Student 
Day. St. Anthony School students 
will participate in a student game 
day, playing Minute to Win It 
games. Teams comprised of the 
House Mentor Groups will be 
competing against each other. 

Faith, Knowledge and Service: 
In Our Nation, Patriotic Day, 
will be observed on Wednesday, 
Feb. 1. Students will spend time 
in prayer for our nation and for all 

who serve. 
A video comprised of inter-

views with students answering the 
question “If I could do something 
for a soldier, I would…” will be 
shown during Morning Prayer and 
posted on social media and the 
school’s website. 

The theme of Thursday, Feb. 2 
is Faith, Knowledge and Service: 
In Our Community. The student 
body will participate in a NUT (No 
Uniform Today) event, where stu-
dents will donate money to Catholic 
Charities of the Texas Panhandle.

Friday, Feb. 3 is Faculty Day. 
Faculty and staff will be honored at 
a reception after school in appreci-
ation for all their efforts for the stu-
dents and families of St. Anthony 
School. 

Other Activities This Semes-

St. Anthony School, Hereford, students Aron Diaz, left and Victor Diaz, right, 
hang out with Geronimo Stilton last fall. (WTC Photo by Elaine McNutt)

St. Anthony School, Hereford
Catholic Schools Week at St. 

Anthony School coincides with 
the 100th anniversary of the school 
(see pages 5-7 of section one).

Saturday, Jan. 28 begins with 
a Centennial Tea for ladies of all 
ages and dominoes for gentlemen 
of all ages, beginning at 10:00am 
in the Antonian Room and St. An-
thony School gym. The Deaf Smith 
County Museum, the original St. 
Anthony School building, will be 
open from 10:00am to 3:00pm for 
tours. St. Anthony School histori-
cal information and exhibits will 
be on display. 

The day concludes with a Fami-

Learning about shapes and sizes at St. Anthony of Padua School, Dalhart, are 
Montessori Pre-K students, left to right, Brock Graham, Emersen Welch and 
Carolina Mendoza. (WTC Photo)

ter: Include the annual PTO Auc-
tion on Sunday, Feb. 26 (see related 
story on p. 8) and the Spring Music 
Program on Wednesday, May 17. 

“St. Anthony School has edu-
cated over 3,000 students in Her-
eford since 1917,” said principal 
Ana Copeland. “All former stu-
dents, faculty, staff and parents of 
St. Anthony School are asked to 
please fill out a profile data form 
which can be found on the school 
website, www.stanthonysaints.
com. The form can also be found 
at the school office and at the St. 
Anthony’s parish offices.”

St. Anthony School is located 
at 120 West Park Avenue in Her-
eford. 
Phone number: 806-364-1952. 
Website: www.stanthonysaints.
com

A special Thank You to the parents who support 
Catholic Education in the Diocese of Amarillo and a 
special Thank You to the men and women who teach and 
provide support at our Catholic Schools in the Diocese of 
Amarillo. Your efforts and hard work are appreciated!
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